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THE SHEAF CATALOGUE. 
By JAMES DOUGLAS STEWART, Islington Public Libraries. 

I.—INTRODUCTORY. 
1. It is not proposed here to treat the sheaf catalogue from a 

controversial point of view, and to enter into a detailed examination 
of the respective advantages and disadvantages of this as compared 
with other forms of catalogues. Many are alive to the merits of the 
sheaf catalogue, either as the only means of displaying and indexing 
the contents of a library, or as an addition to some already existing 
means, and it is for the use of these that the following practical notes 
on the making of a sheaf catalogue are submitted. 

2. The sheaf catalogue consists of loose leaves, bound by mechani
cal means into a sheaf or volume, or a series of volumes. The binding 
is a temporary mechanical one, described later, effected by turning a 
screw, and secures absolute adjustability of the leaves. This enables 
the leaves to be re-arranged if necessary, and allows of the insertion 
of a new leaf at any point. The sheaf catalogue thus comprises all 
the advantages of absolute adjustability with the additional advantage 
of being in the book form familiar to the general reader. 

3. The volumes of a sheaf catalogue correspond to the drawers or 
trays of a card catalogue, and, like the drawers, enable the catalogue 
to be spread over as much space as is thought necessary to make its 
consultation by a number of people at one time an easy matter. The 
sheaf volumes, however, are portable and handy to use in any position, 
and can be stored close together on a shelf, or in a special cabinet, without 
interfering with the ease of reference. Then again, if—as perhaps in 
the case of a subject catalogue—a separate volume is devoted to each 
special section of the library, the catalogue can be shelved with the 
books to which it refers, thus bringing the books and their catalogue 
together. In this case, an alphabetical (dictionary or author and title) 
catalogue would be displayed in one place, and the classified lists 
distributed to the points of greatest service. 

4. The wear and tear of continual handling does not have such an 
effect on a sheaf catalogue as might be anticipated. A sheaf volume 
used simply as an index to subjects, or to a small stationary collection 
of books, if subjected to much handling, would soon show signs of 
wear. But where the method is adopted for cataloguing a live and 
increasing collection such as that of the ordinary Public Library, this is 
not nearly so apparent. New leaves continually being inserted pre
serve the freshness of the whole catalogue, and the fact that the use is 
spread over a number of volumes also contributes to that end. The 
mistake is frequently made of having the sheaf volume too large. This 
makes it heavy and more clumsy to use, and, of course, tends to wear 
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it out more quickly. A sheaf catalogue properly constructed of suit
able materials may reasonably be expected to last a decade; and, even 
when finally worn out, the labour of re-writing is comparatively small. 

5. Apart from printed lists, the sheaf is the most compact form 
of catalogue. Page catalogues, in which the entries are pasted down— 
such as those in use at the British Museum, Mitchell Library, and 
elsewhere—are necessarily of large quarto or folio size, and are conse
quently more or less unwieldy to handle and difficult to store. Pano
ramic and placard catalogues require a large amount of space for the 
amount of work they do, and are always awkward for consultation. 
The card catalogue bulks out at between twelve and fourteen times 
the space required by a sheaf catalogue for the same number of books, 
and necessitates the provision of a special cabinet for storage. A 
cabinet may be provided for the sheaf catalogue, of course, but it is 
just as effective if stored on an empty shelf in a suitable position. 

6. That the sheaf catalogue is in book form is a very important 
factor in the use made of it. There is nothing essentially unfamiliar 
in either its external appearance or its use, and thus a certain intimacy 
is established between the borrower and the catalogue which is largely 
absent from other mechanical catalogues. There is no need to create 
a knowledge of the catalogue and its use, and this in a Public Library, 
where individual relations with each borrower are unattainable is a 
consideration of the highest importance. 

II.—VARIETIES OF SHEAF CATALOGUES. 
7. Before proceeding to discuss the practice of cataloguing on 

sheaves, it will be necessary to examine the varieties of sheaf cata
logues in existence, and to decide upon the one most suitable for our 
purpose. Leaving out of the question the various mechanical binders 
invented to meet the requirements of page catalogues, there are a 
number intended expressly for the purpose of the sheaf catalogue. 
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8. The most elementary form of sheaf catalogue is that known as 
he Leyden, owing to its first being used in the university library of 

that town. In this the slips are notched at the top and bottom near 
the left end, and the binding is attained by placing them between 
boards similarly notched and tying a cord round them. This is a very 
rough and ready device, and for private use works well enough; for 
public use it is, of course, quite unsuitable. 

9. The earliest form of the mechanically bound modern sheaf 
catalogue is that invented by M. Staderini, of Rome. This consists of 
a fixed binding, comprising boards and a back, fitted with two iron 
screw-bolts. The slips, or sheaves, are perforated in such a way as to 
thread on to the bolts, and the whole is secured by means of the screw-
caps shown in the illustration (Fig. 1). 

10. A much more handy form was invented by Mme. Sacconi-
Ricci, of Florence, in 1891. The method of binding the slips in this 
form is very similar to some of the modern methods of letter-filing. 
The slips are threaded on to two rods, in similar fashion to the 

Staderini sheaf, and are then clamped down by means of a bar which 
screws down on to them. The mechanical principle is shown better 
in the illustration (Fig. 2) than it can be described in words. 

11. The first British sheaf, the "Adjustable Catalogue-Holder," 
was invented about 1892, by Mr. James Duff Brown. It consists of a 
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permanent binding, comprising boards and a flexible leather back. 
The slips are held in position by the action of two cylindrical screws. 
The chief distinguishing feature of this variety is that the slips are not 
threaded on to the screw rods as in all other instances, but simply slip 
or hook on by means of the keyed slots shown in the illustration (Fig. 
3). It is claimed for this sheaf that it is not necessary to take out the 
slips of a volume from their binding in order to insert one at any 
point—a proceeding necessary with all other forms. 

12. The most modern form of sheaf consists of a strong, rigid 
wooden back and hinged boards, and is fitted with one screw rod only 
(Fig. 4). 

It is the most satisfactory of all the forms of sheaf catalogues, am 
undoubtedly the one to be recommended for Public Library use. 
slips thread on to the single screw rod in the usual way, and the 
struction of the back prevents any sagging. The brass screw rod 
special form, and fastens securely by means of a few turns of the 
Throughout the rest of this treatise it is assumed that this forn 
sheaf catalogue is in use, but of course all the rules and recomme 
tions will apply equally well to any variety. 

(To be continued.) 
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BOOKLESS LIBRARIES, 

IT has been pointed out in the columns of the Library World over 
and over again, not only in connection with the Passmore Edwards 
and Carnegie buildings, but as a general principle, that municipal 

libraries, especially in small towns, are more urgently in need of books 
than elaborate buildings. Once again this fact comes before us in the 
complaint of Mr. Nutt, the publisher, who writes in the Athenaeum 
concerning the book-cadging which goes on among the smaller libraries. 
Without considering to what extent the joint action of the publishers 
and booksellers is responsible for this, through the net book agreement, 
it is certain that all over the country there are many bookless libraries 
in existence, in which, owing partly to lack of money, and the absurd 
policy of maintaining comparatively huge newsrooms, hardly any ex
penditure takes place on literature as distinct from newspapers. Many 
of the so-called Carnegie libraries are really nothing but newsrooms, 
because the whole effort of the local authority is directed to the 
maintenance of a kind of club-room for the newspaper devourer, while 
the library remains a miserable, little, neglected collection of out-of-
date lumber, in which no one can assume the slightest interest. No 
one appreciates the work of benefactors like Messrs. Carnegie and 
Passmore Edwards more than the Library World, but it has always 
been a matter for regret among the more advanced librarians, that more 
discrimination was not exercised, and better advice obtained, before 
such a large amount of money was expended on mere bricks. No 
doubt Mr. Nutt and other publishers are in the best position to judge 
to what extent book-begging exists, and if it is worth the trouble of 
public discussion, but it seems more practical to consider what can be 
done to remedy the present state of affairs. It is needless to discuss 
the limitations imposed on libraries by the miserably inadequate 
Libraries Acts, nor to speculate on what would happen if the bill now 
awaiting its fate before Parliament should pass into law. Everyone 
knows that the rate limitation is at the root of every municipal library 
evil, and till it is raised or removed it is useless to discuss relief from 
that direction. But some help could be afforded if wealthy library 
builders like Mr. Carnegie were to make their gifts even more con
ditional than at present. It is all very well to say to a small town, in 
which the penny rate realizes an income of £150, " I shall give you 
£3,000 for a library building, on condition that you find a free site, and 
levy the full rate of one penny." There are other factors of much more 
practical importance than questions of site or income, and one is some 
kind of assurance that the building shall be a library, and not simply 
a stone or brick monument to somebody's misplaced benevolence. This 
end can be secured in many ways, by people with money to bestow, 
and it is here suggested that buildings should only be given in cases 
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where the income will adequately maintain them in every department, 
and that extravagant lecture, news, ladies' and other rooms should be 
rigidly excised where no means exist for their maintenance. If, in 
place of giving the town with a £150 income, £3,000 for a building, 
the donor said, "I'll pay the full cost of an adequate library, including 
furnishing and fees of every kind, but it shall only consist of a lending 
department, a general reading-room and reference department, and 
offices/according to the ascertained dimensions for a town of your size 
and growth. Furthermore, as your income of £150 will only cover 
working expenses, I shall invest such a sum as will produce £50 per 
annum towards the salary of a competent librarian, and a further £100 
to be spent on books only." This course would cost but little more 
than the extravagantly inefficient cash-down method, because a thoroughly 
efficient building could be provided for £1,000 to £1,200, and the 
balance, slightly augmented, would provide the endowment. The effect 
of such an arrangement would be to give the public properly equipped 
libraries, free from loans or other burdens, and administered in such a 
way as to produce the utmost value from the gift. It is impossible to 
say this of many of the libraries which now exist in a comparatively 
bookless condition in many parts of the country. 

AMERICAN AND BRITISH OPEN ACCESS. 

I N view of the circulars being industriously distributed in this country, 
and the statements and mis-statements which are current in the 
United States, it may be useful and instructive to devote a small 

space to the consideration of the two systems of open access, which are 
being deliberately confused and compared, with the object of misleading. 
It has been asserted and proved over and over again, that there is no 
comparison possible between the nature of the open access which is 
granted in certain English libraries like St. Martin-in-the-Field 
(Reference), Chester (unorganized), Bishopsgate Institute (an immature 
experiment), etc., and the scientific and more perfect special systems 
established in other British municipal libraries which continue to 
flourish. It has, furthermore, been deemed proper, in quarters interested 
in concealing the real facts, to drag in the American libraries with their 
large losses, and to quote the ethical absurdities of a Peoria sage, who 
elects to fill the anomalous position of a complete Yankee reactionary, 
as reasons for abjuring any system which seeks to recognise the public 
right to examine books before they are finally selected. Not the slightest 
hint is given in these various documents that the differences between 
safeguarded open access and the non-safeguarded varieties are so 
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great as to render comparisons between them out of the question. One 
might as well compare a motor 'bus and a donkey-cart. It is true that 
both ultimately reach a destination, but with what a difference as regards 
time, speed, comfort, and other factors! No distinction is made between 
reference and lending department open access, specially designed 
libraries and those merely adapted as an experiment; and the result is 
that, in some cases, these half truths, untruths, and general manipulation 
of facts have influenced people who ought to know better, against pro
gressive methods of library work. Perhaps nothing is so convincing as 
a graphical representation of the difference between one system and 
another, and we have accordingly reproduced from the last annual 
report of the Free Library of Philadelphia a picture, which explains 
better than yards of description, the real difference between American 
and British open access libraries. It will be noticed in this Philadelphia 
picture, which represents the interior of the Lehigh Avenue Branch, 
that the barrier is nothing more nor less than a mere feeder, for 
regulating the entry and exit of all kinds of readers. The library is 
lending, reference, and periodical room all in one large department, 
and there is absolutely no check on who enters, and with such a mixed 
lot of readers it is impossible to say if anyone leaving has been using 
the lending or reading-room side of the institution. Any casual loafer 
can enter, without the formality of registration, and can use at will any 
of the books in any department, and can, furthermore, if so disposed, 
put one in his pocket, or under his waistcoat, and walk out unchallenged. 
The other pictures in this interesting and beautifully illustrated report 
show the same state of affairs in all the new libraries, namely, the book 
and periodical departments of the libraries assembled in one large room, 
separated only by three-feet-high book presses, and supervised by the 
assistants in charge of the central circulation desk, with its feeders or 
gateless barriers. Compared with the British system of safeguarded 
open access, many great differences are revealed. In all British libraries, 
reference, lending, juvenile and periodical departments, are invariably 
separated and kept apart, either by means of high glazed screens or 
solid walls, and each department is worked independently. The safe
guarded lending libraries only grant admission to properly enrolled 
borrowers, and none can enter without resigning a book or showing a 
ticket, and no one can leave without passing an automatically-locking 
gate and giving up a book or books to be charged. The illustration of 
the recently opened West Islington Library, which is given to enable a 
fair comparison to be made between American and English methods, 
shows at a glance a barrier impassable to any but duly registered 
borrowers, and an arrangement of departments whereby the lending 
books are kept entirely separate for this purpose, and not mixed up with 
periodicals, reference books and children's books. In making this 
comparison, and illustrating it beyond all question, it is not intended to 
minimize the splendid work of the Philadelphia libraries, but merely to 
point out that variation of minor methods, and not the use of a system, 
is the sole cause of those statistical differences as regards losses which 
are being paraded in Britain without proper explanation or note. 
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THE PITTSBURGH LIBRARY CATALOGUE* 
By T. E. TURNBULL, Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries. 

SEVERAL circumstances conspire apart from the executive ability 
displayed to make the publication of this catalogue a notable 
achievement. In almost all of the varied activities of the Public 

Library in the United States the Pittsburgh Carnegie Library takes a 
prominent place, and, indeed, in that excessive solicitude for the younger 
generation, which characterises present-day American librarianship, the 
Pittsburgh Library is facile princeps, a fact which has gained for it great 
renown across the Atlantic. Here, then, one has a typical American 
Public Library possessing in 1902 (the terminus ad quern of this catalogue) 
about 242,000 volumes, administered, under the favourable conditions 
created by Mr. Carnegie's especial generosity, by a typical library staff 
for the most part the product of the American Library School. A 
catalogue compiled with these advantages must have peculiar interest 
for the English librarian, and it presents to him an admirable means of 
comparison between American methods and his own. "By their fruits 
shall ye know them," and if a closer personal examination is precluded 
it is only when the work has reached fruition, as in the present cata
logue, that one is enabled to pronounce judgment. The knowledge 
gained, moreover, is varied as well as accurate, for besides cataloguing, 
American practice in book selection, classification, type arrangement, 
and book annotation can here advantageously be studied in practical 
application. 

The work is in three bulky demy 8vo volumes, and the books are 
classified on the Decimal System. Perhaps Dewey's classification has 
never been seen to better advantage than in this catalogue, which is 
undoubtedly the best example of the application of the classification to 
a large modern library. The favourable impression of the classification 
one gets from a first glance at the catalogue is found, however, on 
closer scrutiny, to depend in no small degree on the judicious grouping 
of classes by which the compilers have avoided multiplication of 
subject-headings. This matter, which I have called "grouping," 
might, I think, have more attention in this country. Nothing is 
gained, for instance, by having, say, three consecutive headings in 
Clarendon type, each of which heralds an array of two books. On the 
other hand, the gain in clarity and economy in putting the six books 
under one inclusive heading is manifest. 

Take this example from an English catalogue:— 
781.6 Composition and Instrumentation. 

781.6 Berlioz (L. H.). Modern instrumentation and orchestration. 
781.6 Weber (G.). The theory of musical composition. 2 vols. 

*Classified Catalogue of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 1895-1902 
3 vols. Pittsburgh, 1907. 
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781.7 Oriental Theories and Forms. 
781.7 Hatherley (S. G.). A treatise on Byzantine music. 

781.8 Ancient Theories, Modes, and Forms. 
781.8 Munro (D. B.). The modes of ancient Greek music. 

I feel sure that the Americans, to the enhancement of their repu
tation for sound sense, would list these four books under such a 
heading as "Theory of music." 

The actual classifying in the catalogue seems to be well done. 
One notices in particular the arrival at a decision by the Pittsburgh 
authorities regarding the classing of books on Röntgen Rays (537.54), 
a question timidly shirked by those responsible for the 1904 A.L.A. 
Catalogue, from whom a pronouncement might fairly have been 
expected. The somewhat amusing, if hardly helpful, note was, it will 
be recalled, prefixed to class Physics in the latter catalogue: "Röntgen 
rays (undecided as to classification)." 

Absolute uniformity in classification by different classifiers even 
under the same scheme is perhaps unattainable, but I have often 
thought that a co-operative attempt might be made to fix irrevocably 
the class under which to find works which have secured permanent 
place in literature, no matter in what catalogue one looked. A list of 
the standard works about whose specific class the slightest doubt 
existed, accompanied by their class-numbers or letters could be 
compiled comparatively easily, and would be invaluable whatever 
scheme of classification be adopted by a library. Such discrepancies 
as the following, occurring in two catalogues compiled by persons of 
presumably the same training and opportunities, would then be 
obviated:— 

Ruskin. 
Burton. 
Darwin. 
Thurston. 
Martineau. 

"Joy for ever." 
Anatomy of melancholy 
Voyage of the "Beagle" 
Materials of engineering 
Seat of authority 

Pittsburgh. 
704 
132 
570.91 
691 
2 3 0 

A.L.A. 
707 
828 
508 
620 
2 0 1 

Most librarians will, I think, agree that this variant classing is 
objectionable. 

When annotations occur they are as a rule well done, many of 
them being review extracts. It is to be regretted, however, that the 
entries are not more evenly annotated. Class "Fiction" is an especial 
sinner in this respect. For instance, Charlotte Bronte's "Villette" has 
an eight-line note, whilst "Jane Eyre" does not, in the eyes of the 
compilers, require a single word. Meredith's novels are another 
example of not very intelligent "selective" annotation. The existing 
notes, nevertheless, are informing and elucidatory, and show evident 
care in their composition. 

May I demur at the arrangement of works under such an author 
as Dante? Here surely one of the fundamental rules of cataloguing is 
violated—that translations should immediately follow originals. A 
strictly alphabetical sequence is adopted in this catalogue, and as a 
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consequence the "New life," translated by Rossetti, is separated from 
"Vita nuova" by three other books, whilst Dante's chief work appears 
in different parts of the alphabet as "Commedia," "Divine Comedy," 
and "The Vision." 

Following the literature section of the catalogue come author and 
title lists of fiction (a separate alphabet for each country). Author and 
Subject Indices end the work. One must protest against such cul-de-sac 
entries in the Author Index as the following:— 

Disraeli, see Beaconsfield. 
Beaconsfield, see Fiction List. 

An addition to the first entry, making it read "see Beaconsfield in 
Fiction List," is all that is necessary. 

The Subject Index is for the most part done with care, and most 
superfluous matter has been excised, but how is a reader to find such a 
book as the "Materials of engineering," mentioned above, if he has 
forgotten the author? Neither the words "Materials" nor "Engi
neering" in the Subject Index refers him to class 691. Perhaps the 
elimination of what was thought to be unessential has been carried too 
far. The Subject Index is a most important part of a systematically 
classified catalogue, and this fact cannot be too often emphasised. 

It is in no spirit of petty criticism that I have pointed out a few of 
the details with which I disagree in this catalogue, but rather with the 
object of learning what it has to teach. If I have not dwelt at large 
upon the good qualities of the work it is because to do so this article 
would take the form of a continued eulogy. 

One would look forward with the greatest of pleasure to the publi
cation of the two additional volumes (bringing the catalogue up to 
1907) which are promised, did one not remember that to own the 
volumes under review already means an expenditure of twelve dollars! 

LIBRARY STAFF CLUBS. 

THE first annual report of the Croydon Libraries Staff Guild, 
1906-07, is a reminder that there exists a valuable centre of 
activity for the improvement of library methods which is outside 

more general efforts in the same direction, but in some respects almost 
as influential. The formation of clubs or guilds for promoting social 
relations among the members of library staffs is no new thing, although 
it is only recently, we believe, that regular organisations with rules, &c., 
have been formed. Mr. Cowell, of Liverpool, was a pioneer in this 
direction by bringing his staff together on many occasions for social 
purposes, and at Lambeth staff outings used to be a feature of the 
work. At Fulham, classes for the staff were instituted by the late Mr. 
Franklin Barrett, and are continued by Mr. Rae, and plenty of 
facilities have been afforded at other places. The excursions, soirées, 
and MS. magazines of the Glasgow staff are quite important factors in 
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welding the members together, and at many other places the cultivation 
of friendly relations among the staff is regarded as an important matter. 
The following quotations from the first Croydon report will serve to 
give an idea of the work of the guild:— 

1. The Croydon Libraries Guild was inaugurated in May, 1906, and at 
the close of its first year of existence the Committee presents its annual 
report. 

a. It is interesting to consider how far the objects of the Guild have 
been realized. The Committee acknowledges gladly that every member of 
the staff has taken a greater or less interest in the work of the Guild, and it 
records, with great satisfaction, the approval bestowed upon it by the 
Chairman of the Libraries Committee, who accepted the position of 
President, and by the Chief Librarian, who became Vice-President. This 
has encouraged us to proceed with the work. 

3. INAUGURAL.—The official inaugural of the Guild took place by 
invitation of the President at his house, on Wednesday, July 25th, 1906, 
when an open-air meeting was held in the very pleasant garden there. 
Besides the President and Vice-President, Mr. Whitaker, the Vice-Chairman 
of the Libraries Committee, and all the members of the staff, except two 
who were away on holidays, were present. In a brief address the President 
set forth a few ideals for our guidance, and offered a special President's 
prize to the member who should do the best work in connection with the 
Guild. Speeches were also made by Messrs. Whitaker, Jast, Sayers, and 
Grigsby. After the meeting the President entertained us to supper and to 
delightful musical selections by members of his choir in the garden, and 
later, in the house. 

4. CIRCULAR.—A circular of information was drawn up and sent 
to members of the staff advising them of the various activities of the Guild. 

5. LITERARY CIRCLE.—A Reading Circle was held on Monday 
evenings from July to October, 1906. Nineteen meetings were held, which 
were well attended. Stopford Brooke's "Pr imer of English Li te ra tu re" 
and extracts from other books were read and discussed, and at each meeting 
a member read a paper on the work of the previous meeting. 

6. CLASSIFICATION.—Sixteen classes in Classification were con
ducted by the Sub-librarian and were attended by four of the senior members. 
Questions for homework were set at each meeting and regularly answered. 

7. OTHER CLASSES.—A Latin class was held on Friday evenings 
and was conducted by Messrs. Peplow and Purnell. After considering the 
irregular attendance at this class, and the rather lukewarm interest displayed 
in it by the members, the Committee discontinued it and will not again 
hold it, although the senior members will be glad to coach any individual 
junior who cares to continue the study. Individual members have been 
coached in Cataloguing and other subjects by members of the Committee. 

8. CRICKET CLUB.—It is gratifying to note that nearly all the 
members of the Guild were enthusiastic cricketers, and in all our games this 
spirit was predominant. Although we have thirteen playing members, it 
has been found impossible for all of these to play in each match, and 
consequently it has been found necessary to solicit outside assistance. The 
result of the season's matches was exceptionally good, considering that it 
was the first year. Five matches were won, four lost, and four drawn. 
A club cap is now in use. It is blue, with an elaborate crest, designed by 
Mr. Price of Bishopsgate, and presented by Mr. J . Sugden. 

A balance sheet and list of fixtures follow:— 
BALANCE S H E E T . 

To Subscriptions 
Balance 

£ 
2 

3 

s. 
12 
12 

5 

d. 
6 
6 

0 

To Tools 
Sundries 

£ 
3 

3 

S . 

4 

5 

d. 
1 

11 

0 
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A similar staff club with a body of rules, officers, etc., has been 
established in connection with the Islington Public Libraries, and the 
following copy of the rules may be of interest to other library staffs 
contemplating the formation of clubs or guilds:— 

OBJECTS. TO provide a medium of intercommunication, to unite 
common interests, and thus to foster esprit de corps amongst members of 
the staff. To encourage mutual improvement by providing facilities for the 
study of subjects likely to be of benefit to members in their professional life, 
and to establish in common, means of recreation. 

ROLES:— 
1. The name of the Club shall be the Islington Libraries Club. 
2. The Officers shall be a President, three Vice-presidents, Secretary 

and Treasurer. 
3. An attendance register will be kept, which must be signed by 

members at each committee or genera! meeting. 
4. Four members, one of whom must be a senior, shall form a quorum. 
5. The activities of the Club shall consist of a Study Section, com

prising classes in various branches of Library Economy, and in French, 
German and English; and of a Recreative Section comprising Tennis, 
Swimming and Cycling. 

6. Any member, on payment of the subscription, can join any or all of 
the Club sections. 

7. The absence of a member from four consecutive meetings of any 
branch of the Study Section, without sufficient reason, shall be taken as an 
indication of resignation from that particular branch. 

8. In case of dispute, the question at issue shall in the first place be 
referred to the Vice-presidents, and if their decision be not favourably 
received by the majority of members, the matter shall be submitted to the 
President, whose decision must be accepted as final. 

9. The subscription shall consist of an entrance fee of one shilling, and 
a subscription of five shillings per year, payable monthly. 

10. The colours of the Club shall be green and white. 

LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS. 

[Special notes of general interest are invited for this department] 

In answer to various enquiries regarding the illustration on the 
cover of the Library World, it may be stated that the building repre
sented is the Public Library of Rothwell, Northamptonshire, which 
was originally a market-house built by Sir Thomas Tresham, in the 
16th century. The building was restored, and opened as a public 
municipal library in 1896. 

Arbroath, N.B.—Mr. John Hosie, the librarian, reports a remarkable 
decrease in the circulation of fiction. This may partly be due to the 
system of displaying new books, other than novels, in a conspicuous 
place on a counter—at all events there has been a considerable increase 
in the issue of more solid works. 
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Belfast.—The new branch of the Public Library in the Oldpark Road 
district, erected by the aid of Dr. Carnegie, is in a forward condition 
and bids fair to be a useful development of the library movement 
in Belfast, under the fostering care of Mr. G. H. Elliott, the chief 
librarian, who has done so much for the city's libraries. Mr. A. E. 
Atkinson, the librarian in charge of the new branch, has compiled a 
catalogue of its 5,000 volumes. 

Birkdale.—On the recommendation of the librarian, Mr. Edward 
Wood, the committee has decided to adopt the open access system 
throughout the lending department, open access being already working 
in the reference and non-fictional department. Mr. Wood was unable, 
when organising the library two years ago, to prevail on his committee 
to do more than adopt free access in the reference and non-fictional 
departments, chiefly because the counter fittings were already made 
when he was appointed. Now, however, the committee, after viewing 
the plans which had been carefully prepared by the librarian, by an 
unanimous vote left the matter in his hands. Mr. Wood has been 
engaged for a considerable time on an elaborate card index of the books 
in the library, the contents-indexing of the books being a special 
feature. 

Bromley, Kent.—This library is keeping up its traditional activity, 
and the coming winter promises to be an exceedingly busy one. The 
following are its most important activities:—The formation of a Literary 
and Debating Society, Course of twelve lectures to adults, and a Course 
of six monthly lectures to children on Nature Study; two Reading 
Circles for children, Visits of the school children to the library, and 
another exhibition of local literature. The University Extension 
Society will hold two courses of lectures: 1. Mediæval Architecture. 
2. Nature Study. A very successful exhibition of local books, prints, 
photographs, etc., was recently held for one week, and was visited by 
over 2,000 persons. 

Colne, Lancs.—On the 30th of last month Lord Derby opened the 
Public Library at Colne, the streets of which were decorated in honour 
of his visit. His lordship had made a gift to the institution of the 
ground rent of the estate on which the library is situated, and Dr. 
Carnegie had subscribed £5,000 for building. The Mayor of Colne, in 
welcoming Lord Derby to the borough, spoke of the long-standing 
connection between the house of Stanley and Colne, and of the 
generosity with which the Derby family as large landowners in Colne 
and district had always met the community. 

Cork.—At the end of the report recently issued by Mr. James Wilkin
son, the librarian, we note the complaint of serious mutilation of 
certain illustrated publications hitherto exposed on the reading tables 
in the Public Library. Alas! it seems ladies are the sinners, and now, 
by way of caution, the papers have been removed from the tables, and 
have to be applied for when required by the ladies! 
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Darlington.—Mr. W. J. Arrowsmith, the librarian, reports that out 
of 116,000 issues from the Public Library, during twelve months, not 
a single book is missing, and what is even more surprising, in the 
whole time (twenty-two years) that the library has been in existence 
only two books have been lost. 
Dundee.—The important reference library department of the Public 
Library is being catalogued in an elaborate form, which will prove Of 
great benefit to readers. This heavy task is being accomplished by the 
sub-librarian, Mr. Douglas, the editorship and final revision resting 
with the chief-librarian, Mr. John Maclauchlan. 
Edinburgh.—The Advocates' Library is to be closed to the public for 
some considerable time, in consequence of the alterations to the 
building, now in progress. 
Erdington.—The Public Library was formally opened last month, by 
Councillor F. B. Ludlow, Chairman of the Council. The building, 
which is the gift of Dr. Andrew Carnegie, has a central entrance on 
to the main road, with an entrance hall giving access to the magazine 
room, on the left, and on the right to the newspaper room. There is 
accommodation in the lending department for about 15,000 volumes, 
and the library opened with about 5,000 books. After the ceremony 
an adjournment was made to the Park, where, after a reception at the 
Council House, the Chairman of the Council and Mrs. F. B. Ludlow, 
gave a garden party to a numerous company of ladies and gentlemen. 
The librarian is Mr. E. W. Neesham, who has been associated with the 
Kendal, Stockport and Gainsborough Public Libraries. 
Grimsby.—The question of letting the right to issue book marks for 
use of the Public Library to a London firm for four guineas, was recently 
discussed. Now a local firm (Messrs. W. H. Jackson & Co.) has come 
forward with an offer of £6 for the exclusive right for twelve months. 
This offer was accepted, and it was also agreed that the advertisements 
on the mark should be submitted to Mr. D. H. Geddie, the librarian. 
Johannesburg.—Mr. Cadenhead, the public librarian, on the first of 
last month read an able paper before the Yeoville Literary Society, on 
the "Evolution of the Public Library and its place in municipal life." 
King's Norton.—We are informed by Mr. George H. Burton, the chief 
librarian, that Dr. Carnegie has made a further grant to the King's 
Norton and Northfield Urban District Council Public Libraries Com
mittee of the sum of £1,344 to cover the extra amount expended on 
the various libraries, over and above the amount of his original grant of 
£12,500. 
London: Bethnal Green,—Under the will of the late Miss Leon, the 
trustees of the Bethnal Green Public Library have received a fine 
collection of books, numbering some 500 volumes, through Mr. E. S. 
Simons, one of the executors. 
London: Bishopsgate Institute.—We are glad to hear that Mr. C. 
W. S. Goss has secured an interesting parcel of deeds relating to 
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Crosby Hall, the ancient and beautiful structure which may soon be a 
thing of the past, thus adding to the Institution's valuable collection of 
local MSS., prints, drawings, &c. 
London: Greenwich.—The London Street branch of the Public 
Library is to be opened on September 21st or 28th. The Mayor and 
Mayoress will probably be invited to officiate at the opening ceremony. 
London: Hackney.—Mr. M. L. S. Breslar, of Percy House, South 
Hackney, suggests that the walls of the new Public Library should be 
adorned with mementos of eminent worthies of the old borough, 
especially, apparently, those of the Jewish community, to which body 
Mr. Breslar belongs. 
London: Islington.—The West Branch Library was opened on July 
24th, 1907 by the Mayor of Islington (Alderman G. S. Elliot, J.P.) in 
presence of a large gathering of prominent local citizens. The pro
ceedings were exceedingly lively owing to the humorous references of 
Mr. Thomas Lough, M.P. and the political and anti-library speech of 
Alderman Wylie, an avowed opponent of the library movement. In 
other respects the ceremony was a great success, and even in regard to 
the somewhat unusual note of opposition, it was both original and 
amusing. 

The registration of borrowers in Islington has now reached the 
large total of 20,000, which is rather a record in branch library work. 
Up to the end of July over 400,000 volumes had been circulated from 
the North Library, a daily average of 1,625, and now that the West 
Library has been opened in a populous district, a large addition to this 
number is anticipated. At present the book use only averages 703 per 
day, but this number is rapidly being increased as borrowers are 
enrolled and the library becomes better known. In a future number 
we hope to give an illustrated description of this building, which is by 
Professor Pite. 
Nantyglo, So. Wales.—Mr. John Hough opened the new library and 
reading room, founded at Nantyglo last month. The Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. Herbert Williams, gave an account of the movement to 
establish this useful institution, and mentioned the generous gift of its 
site by the Nantyglo and Blaina Ironworks Company. 
Newport, Mon.—Last month the Mayor (Mr. F. Phillips) opened the 
new branch public reading rooms in a portion of the Council Schools 
building in Lyne Road. 
Ramsgate.—The Public Library Committee' recommend expending 
the sum of £50 on the reference library, but have deferred for three 
months the question of adding an educational department. 
St. Helens.—Mr. A. Lancaster, the librarian and curator, reports that 
the exhibition of educational work and pictures, which was opened at 
Victoria Park on July 3rd, has proved a great success. The attendance 
has been excellent and the receipts very satisfactory. Compared with 
the exhibition held in 1900 the attendance at the present exhibition ha 
been considerably greater during a corresponding number of days 
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Stourbridge.—Dr. Carnegie, who gave £3,000 towards the Public 
Library, has promised a further sum of £700, which is required to carry 
out an extension of the newsroom. Not only will this extension greatly 
improve the internal accommodation of the building, but it will also 
enable the Town Surveyor (Mr. Woodward) to improve the elevation of 
the block as it is viewed from the High Street. 
Swellendam, S.A.—The Cape Times of July 10th contained a picture 
of the new Public Library, and the opening ceremony performed by 
Col. Crewe. The building is small and attractive, Dutch in style arid 
provided with a large covered veranda or stoop. 
Toronto.—The new Carnegie Library in Yorkville Avenue, which was 
erected at a cost of §26,000, has been opened by the Mayor. This is 
the first of a series of four such branch institutions to be erected in 
Toronto. 
Torquay.—The new Public Library was visited at the end of July by 
Mr. J. Potter Briscoe, Corporation Librarian at Nottingham, and Mr. 
R. K. Dent, Corporation Librarian at Aston Manor, Birmingham. As 
these gentlemen are experts, it is gratifying to Mr. Joseph Jones, the 
librarian, to learn that they agree in pronouncing the library quite 
superior in its internal arrangements, and likely to prove in its careful 
selection of books one of the best equipped, for its size, of any in the 
country. 
Walthamstow.—Mr. Roebuck, the librarian, has made some altera
tions in the arrangements of the tables, stands, &c, in the reading room 
at the Public Library, which appear to be much appreciated. The 
District Times says:— 

"Facing the entrance to the room is a stand bearing an index to all the 
papers and periodicals taken, giving the number of the stand or table on 
which each particular publication may be found. Each table has a small 
stand in the centre bearing its number and a list of the books that the table 
contains. The periodicals have new black covers provided for them, each 
with its own index number plainly inscribed. A stranger may now walk 
into the room, and without asking a single question, and with no difficulty 
whatever, procure at once the publication wished for. This is no small 
thing when it is remembered that the publications in the reading room 
number over a hundred." 

West Bromwich.—In last month's issue we noted the opening of the 
new Public Library. Since then we have noticed in The Local Govern
ment Officer, the following table of dimensions of the hall and various 
rooms:— 

Hall . . . . . . . . . 100 ft. long 
Reference Library ... 36 ft. by 30 ft. 
Lending Library ... 74 ft. by 30 ft. 
Ladies' Room ... ... 30 ft. by 20 ft. 
Magazine Room ... 30 ft. by 30 ft. 
News Room ... ... 36 ft. by 30 ft. 
Juvenile Room ... ... 15 ft. by 30 ft. 

In the same paper (July 27th) was a good likeness of Mr. Guildford O. 
Hodges, the librarian and secretary. 
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West Ham, Plaistow.—Mr. J. McDougall, the librarian, had early 
last month to report to the Council that the library had been broken 
into by a burglar, who stole 2s. 5d. This misguided individual seems 
to have given himself time to peruse the "Chronicles of Newgate," that 
book being found on the table, and, according to the report, the issue 
of the work has been duly recorded! 
Woolwich—The new branch of the Public Library was the subject of 
an illustration in The Building News, July 26th. Mr. Maurice B. Adams 
designed the building. 
Worthing.—The Public Library, now in course of erection, is shown 
in an illustration in The Building News, July 26th. Mr. H. A. Crouch, 
of Gray's Inn Square, is the architect. 

Mr. John Ballinger, the well-known librarian of Cardiff Public 
Libraries, has, we are glad to see, been elected one of the Governors 
of the National Library of Wales. 
Mr. Albert Clegg has been appointed librarian of the new Public Library 
at Radcliffe. Mr. Clegg has for some time acted as librarian to the 
Co-operative Society in the town. 
Mr. Herbert Henderson is appointed senior assistant at the Waltham-
stow Public Library. 
Mr. E. B. Hobbs, of 31, Prospect Street, Caversham, has been 
appointed librarian of the new Public Library at Caversham. 

A FRIEND is good enough to send us the following cutting:— 
GERMS IN BORROWED BOOKS. 

" A series of interesting experiments has just been concluded by the 
Berlin municipal librarians concerning the propagation of contagious diseases 
through dirty and soiled books. Books of this description were soaked in 
certain solutions and experiments made with guinea pigs to ascertain whether 
the solutions contained consumption germs. In the case of books that had 
been used for two years, no definite results were obtained. Other books, 
however, which had been in use for three and four years were found to be 
infected with these germs, and the animals experimented on died from con
sumption. Attempts made to sterilise the books by formalin vapour proved 
unsuccessful, although the books suffered to an extent rendering them unfit 
for circulation. The librarians are directed to return all books that are badly 
soiled to be destroyed, no matter how short a time they have been in use. ' 

Do the germs germinate in Germany? 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 

T H E LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

THE programme of papers and proceedings for the 30th annual 
meeting at Glasgow, on Sept. 17th to 19th, is not a very exciting 
document, and in most respects falls below the average of the 

past few years. Perhaps the word " t a m e " best describes its general 
complexion, in view of the fact that exemption from rates and net books 
are the only subjects over which the meeting is likely to boil over. Of 
course one must recognise the difficulty of securing fresh subjects every 
year, but, on the other hand, the programme need not be filled with 
hackneyed matter chiefly. The usual great upheaval is promised for 
the annual business meeting, when the London members are going to 
be relegated to their deserved back seats at the instance of the more 
militant provincials. At least we are told so by certain exponents of 
the theory, that the Country-is-just-as-good-as-London-and-a-mighty-
sight-better! These rumours of ructions have been spread abroad in 
advance of other annual meetings, and it is safe to predict for Glasgow 
that, as on former occasions, all this talk and bluster will end in nothing. 
The programme so far settled is as follows:— 

PAPERS. 
TUESDAY, 17TH SEPTEMBER, 1907. 

FIRST MORNING SESSION. 
0. PRELIMINARY BUSINESS. 
1. President's Address; by F. T. BARRETT, City Librarian, Glasgow, 
2. *Notes on the Libraries of Glasgow. 
3. *The Organisation of the Glasgow District Libraries; by F. T.BARRETT, 

and S. A. PITT. 
4. The Librarian and His Relations with Books; by HENRY R. TEDDER. 

EVENING SESSION. 
5. A Note on an Experiment in connection with a Snbscription Library; 

by SAMUEL SMITH, City Librarian, Sheffield. 
6. English and Scottish Royal Heraldry on Books (Lantern Lecture); by 

CYRIL DAVENPORT, British Museum. 
7. Modern Printing Papers; by R. W. SINDALL, London. 

WEDNESDAY, I8TH SEPTEMBER, 1907. 
SECOND MORNING SESSION. 

8. New Proposals in Regard to Public Libraries by the National Home-
Beading Union; by Dr. J . B . PATON, Hon. Sec. National Home-Reading 
Union; and L. S. JAST, Hon. Sec. Library Association. 

9. The Liability of Public Libraries to be Assessed for Bates and Taxes; 
by H. WEST FOVARGUE, Town Clerk, Eastbourne. 

10. Review of the Literature of Books of Receipts; by Professor JOHN 
FERGUSON, Glasgow University. 
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EVENING SESSIOK. 
11. Annual Business Meeting. 

THURSDAY, 19TH SEPTEMBER, 1907. 
THIRD MORNING SESSION. 

12. Discussion on the Net Books Question; opened by Councillor T. C. 
ABBOTT, Public Libraries Committee, Manchester; and W. E. DOUBLE-
DAY, Librarian, Public Libraries, Hampstead. 

13. Council Work; Brief Reports on the Work of the Committees as 
follows:— 

(a) Legislation Committee; by Councillor T. C. ABBOTT. 
(b) Work with the Education Department of the London County 
Council; by HENRY R. TEDDER. 
(c) Catalogue Rules Committee; by JOHN MIHTO. 
(d) Sound Leather Committee; by E. WYNDHAM HULME. 
(e) Education Committee; by E. A. BAKER. 
(f) Publications Committee; by HENRY BONO. 

An exhibition of Best Books will also be held, and a Class List pub
lished, similar to the one issued in 1906. The social side will comprise 
a Reception by the Lord Provost, on Monday; a Luncheon on Tuesday, 
in connection with a Library foundation-stone ceremony to be performed 
by Dr. Andrew Carnegie; visits to the University and the Branch 
Libraries of the city, and an all-day excursion on Friday. The annual 
dinner will probably take place on Thursday evening. 

The following is the result of the 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COUNCIL, 1907-1908. 

PRESIDENT. 
Francis T. Barrett, City Librarian, Glasgow. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
Councillor T. C. Abbott, member of the Manchester Public Libraries Committee. 
W. E. A. Axon, 3, Albany Road, Southport. 
John Ballinger, Librarian of the Public Libraries, Cardiff. 

J. Potter Briscoe, City Librarian, Nottingham. 
James Duff Brown, Librarian of the Public Libraries, Islington. 
Frank J. Burgoyne, Librarian of the Public Libraries, Lambeth. 
Peter Cowell, Librarian of the Public libraries, Liverpool. 
E. Wyndham Hulme, Librarian of the Patent Office Library. 
Lawrence Inkster, Librarian of the Public Libraries, Battersea. 
T. W. Lyster, M.A., Librarian of the National Library of Ireland, Dublin. 
J. Y. W. MacAlister, Secretary of the Royal Society of Medicine, 20, Hanover 

Square, W. 
C. W. Sutton, M.A., Librarian of the Public Libraries, Manchester. 

HON. TREASURER. 
Henry R. Tedder, Secretary and Librarian of the Athenaeum, Pall Mall, S.W. 

HON. SECRETARY. 
L. Stanley Jast, Librarian of the Public Libraries, Croydon. 

HON. SOLICITOR. 
H. W. Fovargue, Town Clerk, Eastbourne. 

*This Paper will be printed, and an abstract only read. 
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LONDON COUNCILLORS. 

1. 
2 . 
3 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

1 0 . 
XI. 
1 2 . 

13. 
14. 
15. 
1 6 . 

ELECTED. 

Ernest A. Baker, M.A., Woolwich ... ... ... 
Henry Bond, St. Pancras ... ... ... ... 
W. E. Doubleday, Hampstead ... ... ... 
Cyril J. Davenport, V.D., F.S.A., British Museum 
Bernard Kettle, Guildhall Library ... ... ... 
J . R. Boosé, Royal Colonial Institute ... ... ... 
G. H . Palmer, Art Library, South Kensington ... 
H . Vaux Hopwood, Patent Office Library ... 
Cecil T. Davis, Wandsworth ... ... ... 
W. C. Plant, Shoreditch ... ... ... ... 
Thomas Aldred, Hackney ... ... ... ... 
A. E. Twentyraan, Board of Education Library 

NOT ELECTED. 

Walter S. C. Rae, Fulham ... ... ... ... 
John McKillop, London School of Economics ... 
H . W. Fincham, Finsbury ... ... ... ... 
C. F . Newcombe, Camberwell ... ... ... 

NO. OF VOTES. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
... 
... 

1907. 
178 
175 
171 
167 
156 
146 
143 
134 
1 2 5 
1 2 3 
113 
1 1 2 

110 
102 
96 
82 

1906. 

No 
Contest. 

1. 
2 . 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

1 0 . 
11. 

1 2 . 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
2 0 . 

2 1 . 
2 2 . 
23. 
24. 
25 . 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 

COUNTRY COUNCILLORS. 
ELECTED. 

R. K. Dent, Aston Manor ... ... ... ... 
H. E. Johnston, Gateshead ... ... ... ... 
Basil Anderton, B.A., Newcastle-on-Tyne ... 
Edward McKnight, Chorley ... ... ... ... 
T. W. Hand, Leeds ... ... ... ... ... 
John Minto, M.A., Signet Library, Edinburgh ... 
Henry Guppy, M.A., Rylands Library, Mancheste 
L. Acland Taylor, Bristol ... ... ... ... 
George T. Shaw, Liverpool ... ... ... ... 
Butler Wood, Bradford ... ... ... ... 
A. Capel Shaw, Birmingham ... ... ... 
W. H. K. Wright, Plymouth ... ... ... 
W. Crowther, Derby ... ... ... ... ... 
Henry D. Roberts, Brighton ... ... ... 
E . R. Norris Mathews, Bristol ... ... ... 
Alfred Lancaster, St. Helens ... ... ... 
H . T. Folkard, F.S.A.,Wigan ... ... ... 
C. Madeley, Warrington ... ... ... ... 
Benjamin Carter, Kingston-on-Thames ... ... 
G. Hall Elliot, Belfast ... ... ... ... 

N O T ELECTED. 

Alderman W. H . Brittain, Sheffield ... ... 
Alexander J. Philip, Gravesend ... ... ... 
Baker Hudson, Middlesbrough ... ... ... 
Frank E . Chennell, Willesden ... ... ... 
H . Tapley-Soper, Exeter ... ... ... ... 
A. Kirby Gill, Twickenham ... ... ... ... 
A. O. Jennings, LL.B., Brighton ... ... ... 
W. W. Topley, Croydon ... ... ... ... 
George Potter, Hornsey ... ... ... ... 

NO. OF VOTES. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1907. 
196 
163 
1 6 1 
1 6 0 
158 
152 
-47 
145 
144 
144 
136 
133 
1 3 2 
1 2 5 
1 2 1 
119 
115 
115 
104 
103 

91 
85 
84 
80 
68 
66 
65 
45 
44 

1906. 
113 

— 
123 

— 
1 2 0 
— 
1 1 2 
— 

1 0 9 
125 
1 1 0 

— 
1 0 1 

99 
1 0 7 
1 0 4 
1 0 0 
98 
92 
97 

82 
— 
85 

— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATION. 
Further list of passes in the Examination held in May, 1907, in 

supplement to the list in the July number of the Library World:— 
Section 4. CATALOGUING. (52 Candidates.) 

Merit.—G. A. Stephen, Public Libraries, St. Pancras; W. Wilson, Public 
Library, Gateshead. 

Pass.—H. S. Brunt, Public Library, Buxton; F . W. Cudlip and W. Easlea, 
Bishopsgate Institute; E. Fletcher, Public Library, St. George-in-the-East; 
Miss M. Gilbert, Public Libraries, Fulham; T. W. Huck, Public Library, 
Darlington; J . W. Lambert, Public Library, Sunderland; W. McGill, 
Public Libraries, Islington; E. H. Matthews, Public Library, Exeter; A. 
H . E. Moore, Public Library, Barrow-in-Furness; F . Pepper, Public Library, 
Brighton; P . H.Phil l ips, Public Library, Chester; J. H . Shaw, Public 
Library, Bury; C. E. Thomas, Bishopsgate Institute; W. B. Thorne, Public 
Libraries, Poplar. 

Section 6. PRACTICAL LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION. (88 Candidates.) 
Honours.—F. C. Cole, Public Library, Huddersfield. 
Merit.—G. R. Bolton, Public Libraries, St. Pancras; Miss G. A. Boyd, Public 

Library, Kettering; J. C. Darby, Bishopsgate Inst i tute; J . G. Faraday, 
Public Libraries, Hornsey; A. F . Hatcher, Public Library, Bolton; C. P . 
Jackson, Public Libraries, Woolwich; W. H . Morgan, Public Libraries, 
Hammersmith; P . J. Mortimore, Public Libraries, Camberwell; R. L. 
Peacock, Public Libraries, Croydon; E. Pearson, Public Libraries, New
castle-upon-Tyne; T. W. Powell, Public Library, Kingston-upon-Thames; 
H. R. Purnell, Public Libraries, Croydon; J. Ross, Public Library, York; 
W. B. Thorne, Public Libraries, Poplar; T. E . Turnbull, Public Libraries, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne; A. Webb, Public Library, Brighton. 

Pass.—Miss V. A. Aitken, Public Libraries, Islington; D. J . Bayley, Public 
Library, Poplar; P. Blackwell, Public Library, Carlisle; F . H . Bonner, 
Public Library, Croydon; H. S. Brunt, Public Library, Buxton; M. Clarke, 
Public Libraries, Hornsey; Miss O. E. Clarke, A.A. Oxon., Public Libraries, 
Islington; L. G. Corner, Public Library, Bournemouth; L. H. Cousins, 
Public Libraries, Lambeth; B. Crook, Public Libraries, Leyton; Miss R. L. 
Dumenil, Public Libraries, Islington; W. Easlea, Bishopsgate Insti tute; 
W. J. Else, The Museum, Torquay; S. A. Firth, Public Libraries, Birken
head; S. H. Fisher, Public Libraries, East Ham; H. Fostall, Public 
Libraries, Bromley, Kent ; Miss H. A. Funnell, Public Libraries, Islington; 
Miss E. Gerard, Public Library, Worthing; A. M. Hamblyn, Public Libra
ries, Eastbourne; R. W. Higgs, Public Library, Southend-on-Sea; J . 
Hindle, Public Library, Blackburn; T. W. Huck, Public Library, Darling
ton; W. E. Hurford, Public Libraries, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; J . V.Jacobs, 
Public Library, Richmond; Miss D. M. Lesson, Public Library, Kingston-
upon-Thames; E . Mayhew, Public Libraries, Hammersmith; A. C. 
McCombe, Public Libraries, East H a m ; W. McGill, Public Libraries, 
Islington; R. N. A. Miller, Public Libraries, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Miss 
C. Mitchell and Miss W. R. Molland, Public Libraries, Islington; A. M. 
Moslin, Public Libraries, Stepney; W. H. Parker, Public Libraries, Wool
wich; P . H . Phillips, Public Library, Chester; E . Pick, Public Libraries, 
Shoreditch; H . W. Poulter, Public Library, Walthamstow; S. Rigg, 
Public Library, Carlisle; C. Sexton, Public Libraries, Cardiff; A. Sims, 
Public Library, Bournemouth; Miss G. O. Skuse, Public Libraries, Isling
ton; G. F . Staley, Public Libraries, Manchester; H. G. Swift, Public 
Libraries, Wallasey; G. F . Vale, Public Libraries, Stepney; F . S. Waldron, 
Public Library, Plymouth; R. W. Waugh, Public Library, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne; R. Wright, Public Libraries, Croydon; D. S. Young, Public 
Libraries, East Ham. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

METHODS OF POPULARIZING RERERENCE LIBRARIES. 
To the Editor of THE LIBRARY WORLD. 

SIR.—It is with some diffidence that I venture to submit the 
following remarks on the suggestions put forward by Mr. Sayers in the 
last number of this journal. Since Mr. Sayers was mainly appreciative 
of my proposals it may seem an ungenerous and unnecessary course to 
take, but as he minimises a method which was deliberately adopted, 
apparently under the spur of hasty consideration, it may be permitted 
on the part of a mere provincial to reaffirm some arguments which 
Mr. Sayers has perhaps accidently overlooked. 

To further widen the basis of reference in the way proposed by 
Mr. Sayers—by inserting in each lending library book a label bearing a 
"union" list of all the literature germane to the subject of which it 
treats—is to lose sight of the main object of the scheme, i.e., to popu
larize reference libraries. Reference-rooms are often situated in out-of-
the-way parts of the building—upstairs, in the basement, or round the 
back—where they arrest but small attention and gain little patronage, 
the majority of persons appearing to ignore, or not to be aware of, their 
existence. It was to inhibit this mischance that the Bournemouth 
scheme had its origin, and to open to readers fields not too generally 
cultivated. To attempt to provide adequately a sort of general biblio
graphy to every possible subject and a gigantic series of cross-references-
is an impossible task. 

On consideration this "union" bulletin method seems more likely 
to obstruct than to aid the initial aim, for the reader will tire of perusing 
a catalogue of books, copies of which he sees on the shelf before him; 
and if once the conclusion is formed that the list has more time-
wasting qualities than directing value, later encounters with it will 
engender the same spirit which caused the priest and the Levite to 
pass by on the other side. Such a possibility must be avoided at all 
costs; and the inset, to retain the confidence of the reader, must excite 
his immediate interests, guiding them into welcome channels. Novelty 
is always potent in awakening interest, and if the wealth of a reference 
library is not yet of his knowledge, curiosity and need will together 
readily impel the enquirer to seek out that department—to, it is to be 
hoped, his lasting appreciation. 

Further, Mr. Sayers does not seem to have considered the limita
tions of the label: how, in many cases, will it be possible to find room 
for the necessary entries (with annotations, as per example) on a small 
inset label? On the works of the great artists there are in the Bourne
mouth reference department alone no less than forty distinct works. 
To add to these the contents of three branch libraries and the central 
lending department would make a list of no mean order. This example 



T H E LIBRARY WORLD. 63 

will show that the extension of the idea in this direction is in many 
instances impracticable, and, in my opinion, by its elaboration not only 
misses but hinders the very object it was intended to subserve. 

Most of the other suggestions in Mr. Sayers' article have previously 
occurred to me, several being alluded to in the original paper. Being 
fresh applications of the dominant idea, and not obscuring the original 
purpose, they do, I think, merit the fullest consideration. 
Bournemouth Public Libraries, ARTHUR J. HAWKES. 

August, 1907. 

LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETIES. 
To the Editor of THE LIBRARY WORLD. 

SIR,—Some time ago you gave a very kind notice of the proposal 
to establish a Literary and Debating Society in connection with this 
library, and expressed a desire to know the result. The first session 
was concluded on June 25th, and I do not think I can do better than 
forward the enclosed copy of a letter which I have addressed to several 
prominent gentlemen in the library world who have interested them
selves in the Society, and hope this will meet with your wishes. 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 

DONALD MCDOUGAL. 
Passmore Edwards Public Libraries, 

Plaistow, West Ham. 

"DEAR SIR,—Some time ago I wrote to you with reference to the 
establishment of a Literary and Debating Society in connection with 
this library, and you were kind enough to write an appreciative reply. 

I am sure you will be pleased to hear that the experiment has met 
with success, all those taking part in it being most enthusiastic. 
Eighty-four members have been enrolled, and the average attendance 
was twenty. The attendance never exceeded thirty, but this was quite 
sufficient for the accommodation at our disposal (my office), and consider
ing the fact that we did not commence until half-way through the 
season, and also that very little notice of the scheme other than the 
ordinary typed notice on the library board was given, this is an 
encouraging result. The meetings have been characterised by 
enthusiasm and general good feeling, despite the programme (a copy of 
which I enclose) including papers on theological and political subjects, 
which, unfortunately, are usually disastrous to calm and orderly 
proceedings. 

The membership is drawn from all classes, as the following list of 
occupations will show:—Agents, 1. Analysts, 1. Artists, 1. Boiler
makers, 1. Bootmakers, 2. Bricklayers, 1. Builders, 2. Cabinet
makers, 1. Clerks, 20. Colour manufacturers, 1. Commercial trav
ellers, 3. Coopers, 1. Engineers, 6. Foremen, 2. Gatekeepers, 1. 
Instrument-makers, 2. Labourers, 5. Mariners, 2. Messengers, 1. 
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Pensioners, 1. Porters, 1. Plumbers, 1. Printers, 1. Publishers, 1. 
Signalmen, 1. Smiths, 1. Stokers, 1. Storekeepers, 1. Teachers, 8. 
Warehousemen, 1. 

The Libraries Committee are very pleased with the result so far, 
and have given their permission to a continuation of the scheme, and 
the Education Committee have granted us the use of a schoolroom in 
one of the council elementary schools adjacent, until such time as we 
can afford to utilise the spare ground in the rear of the library for the 
addition of a students' and lecture room, which is badly needed. This 
however, will be a long time, as our income is barely sufficient for the 
upkeep of the four libraries of West Ham. 

It is a matter for congratulation that there has been no expense 
to the library in connection with the society, the fees for the school
room being subscribed voluntarily by the members, and we are able to 
maintain the rule of making no charge for membership. 

We have under consideration the question of publishing a monthly 
journal in connection with the library, which will include the transac
tions of the society, and also a selection of the papers submitted. 
This will be very valuable if it is passed, as it will give us an opportunity 
of advertising the scheme, and putting lists of references into the hands 
of the members, to assist them in reading up the subjects; thus 
realising the ideal of the society of giving members a definite object 
in their reading and disseminating the better classes of literature. 

Speaking generally, after our experience, I consider the scheme a 
most valuable one, and well calculated to extend the ideal of the 
educational value of the library. After all, one does not read to 
gratify a selfish pleasure, but for information and to broaden the mind, 
and it is only by means of some such scheme as ours that the average 
man can put his reading to a practical test and use. 

One most valuable feature is the opportunity for the librarian to 
get into touch with the readers, and break down that detestable barrier 
of officialism that exists in the minds of the majority of the readers, 
who are most timid in approaching the staff, although we hold out 
every inducement to them to make the utmost use of the staff and 
library. I believe in encouraging to straining-point free relations 
between staff and public, because all the systems and schemes in the 
world are seriously handicapped unless there is perfect freedom from 
restraint in approaching the assistants, who have a greater power to 
popularise or mar the work of the library than any system or scheme 
one can devise. 

In our agenda of the meetings we have always included an item 
inviting the members to make suggestions as to the conduct of the 
library or society, or to suggest new books, or ask questions of any 
kind that may occur to them. The value of this item is obvious, and 
Has been taken full advantage of during the past session, enabling us 
to explain in detail and by illustration, many points in the rules which 
are more or less intricate or rendered a little ambiguous by the 
necessary limits of a printed schedule of rules. Valuable suggestions of 
new books and magazines have also been adopted. 
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PASSMORE EDWARDS LIBRARY. PLAISTOW. 
LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETY. 

Programme Session 1906-7 

Dec. 19th. Inaugural meeting. Birrell's essay on Thomas Carlyle, read by 
Mr. A. M. Stables. 

Jan. 1st. Mr. F. A. Rooke on "Peoples at School." 
” 8th. Mr. T. Phillips on Carlyle's "Cromwell." 
” 15th. Mr. T. P. Woods on Ruskin's "Fors Clavigera." 
” 22nd. Mr. D. D. Webb on Carlyle's "Heroes and Hero-Worship." 
” 29th. Mr. J. Neidermann on "The Bible in the light of Oriental 
Literature." 

Feb. 5th. Mr. A. M. Stables on Carlyle's "Sartor Resartus." 
” 12th, Mr. F. A. Rooke on the "Evolution of the Earth." 
” 19th. Mr. T. Phillips on "Emigration." 
” 26th. Mr. W. Farley on Carlyle's "Chartism." 

March 5th. Mr. F. W. Wheldon on Browning's "Men and Women." 
” 12th. Mr. B. H. Maynard on Carlyle's "Past and Present." 
” 19th. Mr. A. Wilkens on "Humorous Literature." 
” 26th. Mr. J. McV. Monk on Carlyle's "French Revolution." 

April 9th. Mr. H. A. Donald on "Bible Allegories." 
” 16th. Mr. T. P. Woods on Carlyle's "Latter-day Pamphlets." 

” 23rd. Mr. A. M. Stables on "Matthew Arnold's Poetry." 
” 30th. Mr. D. D. Webb concluding essay on Thomas Carlyle. 

May 7th. Mr. G. Wallace on "Esperanto." 
” 14th. Debate on Fiscal Question. 
” 28th. Conclusion of debate on Fiscal Question. 

June 4th. Mr. W. Farley on Charles Kingsley. 
” n th . Mr. H. A. Donald on "Bible Allegories." 
” 18th. Mr. J. Neidermann on "The Evolution of Language." 
” 25th. The Librarian on R. L. Stevenson. 

REVIEWS. 
MUSIC. 

English Songs of the Georgian period. A collection of 200 songs, edited and 
arranged with pianoforte accompaniments by Alfred Moffat, supplemented 
with historical notes by Frank Kidson. London: Bayley & Ferguson, 
[1907]. Pp. viii.+342. Price 3s. in paper, 4s. 6d. in cloth. 

The Minstrelsy of the Scottish Highlands. A collection of Highland melodies, 
with Gaelic and English words. Selected, edited and arranged by Alfred 
Moffat. London: Bayley & Ferguson, [1907]. Pp. iv.+136. Price 3s. 

Eighty Singing Games, old, new and adapted. Edited by Frank Kidson, and 
arranged with pianoforte accompaniments by Alfred Moffat. London: 
Bayley & Ferguson, [1907]. Pp. iv.+90. Price 2s. 6d. in paper, 4s. in 
cloth. 

These three important collections of folk-music are indispensable 
to every library which possesses a music section. The first is a con
tinuation of the English Minstrelsy collection of the same editors, and 
its contents are drawn from the works of composers of a later date. A 
similar volume is required dealing with the best works of the early 
Victorian composers whose songs are non-copyright. The collection 
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of Gaelic songs is exceedingly interesting, and the book of Singing 
Games forms an admirable supplement to the Album of Nursery songs 
recently published by the same editors. 

LOCAL GUIDES. 
The City of St. Albans: its abbey and its surroundings, by Charles H. Ashdown. 

2nd edition, 1907. Ill. by D. Moul. Price 1s. net. Homeland Handbook, 
No. 21. 

Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, with its surroundings...by W. A. Dutt, 1907. Ill. 
Price 6d. net. Homeland Handbook, No. 56. 

Torquay and its surroundings...by Percival H. W. Almy, 1907. Ill. Price 1s. 
net. Homeland Handbook, No. 57. 

These issues of the Homeland Handbooks comprise two new 
additions to the series and one new and revised edition. All are marked 
by the good and interesting features of their predecessors—careful 
description, pleasant style, and abundant illustrations. 

REPRINTS. 
The True travels and adventures of Captain John Smith into Europe, Asia, 

Africa and America, from Anno Dom. 1593 to 1629. Edited with an intro
duction by Alex. J. Philip. London: Routledge & Sons, [1907]. Pp. xxxii. 
+160. Price 1s. net. 

Endeavours after the Christian life. Discourses by James Martineau, with an 
introduction by J. E. Carpenter. London: Routledge &. Sons, [1907]. 
Pp. xxvi.+27o. Price 1s. net. 

Jane Eyre, an autobiography by Charlotte Bronte. London: Routledge & Sons, 
[1907]. Pp. viii.+456. Price 1s. net. 

The Poetry of Architecturc...by John Ruskin. London: Routledge & Sons, 
[1907]. Pp. xii.+276. Ill. Price 1s. net. 

Sesame and lilies...by John Ruskin. London: Routledge & Sons, [1907], 
Pp. iv.+116. Price 1s. net. 

The whole of the above works are recent additions to the New 
Universal Library, and in general style and get-up, are a credit to the 
publishers. Smith's "True travels," edited by Mr. Philip, librarian of 
Gravesend, is the most novel of the five, and is well edited and carefully 
introduced. Ruskin's "Poetry of architecture" is another reprint well 
worth doing, and with its coloured and other plates and engravings in 
the text, is altogether a marvellous shilling's-worth. 

Another interesting and timely reprint by Messrs. Routledge is a 
collection of tales by Professor W. E. Aytoun, entitled "The Glen-
mutchkin Railway and other humorous Scots stories." Pp.212. Price 
1s. in cloth. This includes four of Aytoun's celebrated short stories 
which he contributed to Blackwood's Magazine, and it is useful to have 
such excellent tales in this handy form. The marvel is that the whole 
of Aytoun's short stories have never been printed in collected form 
before. 

Champneys (Annan L) . Public Libraries. London: B. T. Batsford, 
1907. Price 12s. 6d. net. 

The first book dealing comprehensively with the subject of library 
architecture from the points of view of both the architect and the 
librarian, many modern library buildings emphasize the necessity for 
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its existence. Several comparatively new libraries, especially in the 
provinces, furnish examples of how libraries should not be built. The 
author insists on the now generally accepted axiom that no library 
should be built without the expert assistance of a trained librarian. 
The architect, while not on the one hand allowing the opinions of the 
librarian to override architectural necessities, should consult the latter 
with regard to administrative details which require provision to be 
made in the construction of the building. We quote the following 
passage from an early chapter. "Let the librarian draft plans in order 
to develop his own ideas and afford suggestions to the architect, just 
as the latter may suggest modifications of the administrative system to 
meet the limitations of structural necessity." 

The author writes for those who have to prepare or assess designs 
for library buildings, but he urges on library architects the study of 
modern library administrative methods, the neglect of which has in the 
past produced these unsuitable structures, architecturally beautiful 
perhaps, which adorn so many of the smaller towns of England. He has 
not attempted to propound many hard and fast canons, for as he 
remarks in the preface, library administration itself not having yet 
attained to a settled stereotyped form, the interior design, conforming 
to the uses to which the building is to be put, cannot be made the 
subject of absolute rule. 

Plans of different types of libraries are reproduced on a uniform 
scale, and changes of constructional detail to suit divergences from the 
more usual forms of administration are elaborately developed. We do 
not think any library architect or librarian should be without this book. 

LIBRARY ECONOMICS. 

7. B o o k Label l ing . The subject of book-labelling may 
appear uninteresting and too elementary even for the nonce, but 
enthusiasm, plus application, even in minor details, means real success 
to every assistant. "A little thing is a little thing, but faithfulness in 
a little thing is a great thing." 

In the following note is described a system of labelling which is 
used in some libraries working with the charging system which keeps 
the book-cards in the books themselves. Doubtless the whole scheme 
has much in common with others in every-day use, but there are a few 
details which are somewhat of a new departure. 

Before commencing on the work the various articles necessary 
should be collected; these should comprise a supply of paste, a large 
and small brush, a pasting-block, a templet or paste-stencil, a clean 
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duster and a supply of labels. There are several preserved pastes on 
the market, and the majority prove rather more satisfactory than 
home-made paste, lasting longer without becoming sour and giving less 
trouble to prepare for use. Those who prefer to manufacture their 
own paste will find the following recipe satisfactory:—¼ lb. of flour, 
½ oz. of powered alum well mixed with sufficient water to form a thin 
paste; care must be taken to break up any lumps. Add a pint of cold 
water, and heat gently in an enamelled saucepan. As the paste 
becomes warm it should be stirred from time to time, and when it 
begins to boil it should be continually stirred for about five minutes. 
It should then form a thick paste which can be thinned with warm 
water. Of course any quantity can be made if the proportions are pro 
rata. Some librarians add colouring matter to the paste before using 
it, claiming that, when the book is pasted on to the label, as in the case 
of the pocket, the line of paste can be seen more easily and the labels 
more quickly affixed, but the advantages of this system do not seem to 
justify the extra cost and trouble. 

The rough list of prices appended will serve to give an idea of the 
cost of the various articles needed for labelling books. 

Paste, per 5 lb. tin . . . ... ... 
Oak pasting-block ... ... ... 
Templet ... ... ... ... 
Book-card pockets, per 1,000 ... 
Board-labels ” 10,000 ... 
Date-labels ” 20,000 ... 

£ 

1 
2 

£3 

s. 
2 

2 
I 

8 

d. 
0 
9 
9 

11 
8 
4 

5 

Labelling is usually the first process, after the accessioning and 
classification, through which books have to pass before they are put 
into circulation, as they are generally finished off, as regards mechanical 
processes, before they are catalogued. In some libraries where the 
card-charging system is adopted, lending library books need three 
labels, viz., (1) book-card pocket, (2) rules label on board, and (3) 
date-label. The position of the pocket is best determined by a templet 
or paste-stencil formed of a square or rectangular piece of zinc, with a 
portion cut out corresponding exactly to the part of the pocket which 
has to be pasted. Experience has shown that the best position for the 
pockets is at the top right-hand corner of the front board, and the 
templet is therefore placed on the book in such a position that the 
upper edge of the templet lies along the upper edge of the end-paper, 
and the right-hand edge coincides with the inner edge of the front 
board. A small brush charged with paste is then pressed down the 
portion cut out, the templet is removed, and the pocket or corner 
piece is placed with its two straight edges on the lines of paste. An 
illustration of this will be found on page 338 of Brown's Manual of 
Library Economy, 1907. 
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The rules-label should be placed just below the corner pocket with 
the aid of the pasting-block, which is a square piece of oak cut to the 
size of the labels, which are placed upon this block face downwards 
and pasted. Only enough paste should be taken on the brush to make 
it slide well, and care should be taken that the whole surface, and 
especially the corners, are covered, and all lumps which may appear 
removed. In some cases rules-labels are omitted, and then the pocket 
is pasted nearer to the bottom of the front board and the templet is 
not used. 

Date labels should be placed one by one on the fly-leaves of the 
various books, and the duster should be firmly pressed down the inner 
edges to secure them. It is necessary to paste only the inner edge of 
this label with a line of paste not more than ⅛″ wide, as this facilitates 
the removal of the label when it is filled with dates. A batch of these 
labels may be pasted at the same time, as, owing to a line of paste only 
being needed, it is possible to fan them out and with one sweep of the 
brush to paste a dozen or more. 

The quickest method of labelling is to set two assistants to label a 
batch of books, one to paste the labels and the other to affix them. By 
this method over one hundred books, each needing three labels, can be 
labelled easily in an hour, whereas, if the two assistants work separately, 
they can only label about thirty each, or sixty between them, in the 
same time. 

OLIVE E. CLARKE, Islington. 
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8. Show-Cases for Books (1). it is of importance to 
borrowers from our libraries that the most recent purchases of books 
should be brought to their notice. This is accomplished by the 
publication of bulletins and reading lists, and also lists of "recent 
additions" in the local press. It is also accomplished by means of the 
MS. catalogue, whether in form of cards or otherwise. Another, and 
quicker method—inasmuch as there is no waiting for the printer, etc., 
—is by means of the show-case. This is found to be of use chiefly in 
those libraries where borrowers are not admitted to the shelves. 

These show-cases are made in different sizes, according to the 
requirements of the libraries, and are generally fixed on the counter. 
In some instances the cases are open in front, so that the borrowers 
may examine the books, but it is more usual to have glazed fronts. 
Though the chief object of the show-case is to exhibit the more recent 
additions, it is very desirable to reserve certain shelves for books on 
topics of the day. With reference to the latter point, it has been found 
to be of great service to the readers, though it is essential that the 
books should be frequently changed for works on other topics, as the 
public interest in a particular topic, as a rule, very quickly dies. 

The shelves not reserved for books on special subjects should be 
divided amongst the different classes of literature, so as to give a 
classification of the main classes. 

It is necessary that some means should be adopted that will 
enable the assistant to know that certain books are temporarily absent 
from their proper places on the shelves, and will be found, when not in 
hands of readers, located in the show-case. To overcome this difficulty, 
each shelf in the case should have a progressive number, and this 
number should be written lightly in pencil on the fly-leaf of each of 
the books located in the case. Those libraries that use indicators 
should also mark the indicator number with the show-case number. 
This is simply done by cutting up pieces of card—old indexing cards for 
instance—large enough to fit on top of the indicator book, as a 
borrower's ticket, with the number of the show-case shelf written boldly 
on it. There is thus no difficulty in finding any book that might be 
asked for by the catalogue number, as the card in the indicator will at 
once direct to the show-case. 

When an assistant takes in a book belonging, for the time being, 
to the case, he should either put the book away in the case at once, or 
put it in some special place, until there is time for it to be replaced in 
the show-case, otherwise there will be confusion. Those libraries that 
do not use indicators should mark the temporary absence of books 
from the shelves by means of book dummies, or by paper slips of a 
distinctive colour, on which is marked the number of the show-case 
shelf. 

In some open access libraries, certain shelves, known as "exhibi
tion shelves," are reserved for the purpose of exhibiting new books, 
only in this instance the books are shown for a certain time, perhaps 
for one week, before they are put into circulation. Borrowers who are 
regular attendants at these libraries have the advantage of seeing all the 



T H E LIBRARY W O R L D . 71 

books that are being added. When the time specified for their 
exhibition has elapsed, the books are then taken from the "exhibition 
shelves" and located in their proper order in the main classification. 

GEORGE E. DENNE, Richmond. 

9. Book Selection: Local Collections. What con
stitutes a "Local Collection"? It is difficult to draw an accurate 
definition of what actually constitutes a Local Collection and what does 
not—different localities must determine their own necessities. Never
theless it will be agreed that with regard to books those: 

1. Written by a Local Author. That is, one born within a certain 
area, or residing there for some time, and rendering some 
tangible service either to the intellectual, spiritual, or social 
amelioration of the people. 

2. On a Local Subject. 
3. Printed Locally, and perhaps in a few exceptional cases. 
4. Books bound by Local binders who have attained eminence, as 

Roger Payne, 
are all substantially local books within the meaning of the term, and 
therefore justify inclusion in such special collections. These divisions 
are, as will be readily observed, capable of considerable sub-division. 
There are many questions, intricate and difficult, as to the qualification 
necessary to justify a place on the shelves of a local collection; and 
although interesting, one cannot pretend here to enter into their further 
decision. One may add, however, that it is wise to afford considerable 
latitude in this direction, preferring to err on the side of great liberality, 
rather than exclusiveness. What is obtainable now, may not be in later 
years, and this fact is ever to be kept in mind. The extent, scope, and 
nature of a Local Collection depends to some extent upon the 
importance of the place where the collection is located, and to the area 
of the district covered by its operation, and, further, upon the view 
taken by the authorities. In addition to securing a copy of every book 
—either written locally, or on a local subject, or printed locally—a 
copy of every edition of local county histories, and other similar tomes 
of great importance should, wherever practicable, be secured. All 
printed matter of an ephemeral character—even be it in the shape of 
an auctioneer's catalogue, or the latest parish magazine—may in the 
true nature of things be worth inclusion. There is hardly anything 
so trivial in the way of a book, newspaper cutting, local print, or 
photograph, but may become of value, often of great practical value, 
to the public of the present—and above all to the public of the future 
who are to be kept in mind. Even a superficial acquaintance with 
guide-books, hand-books, and other topographical works dealing with 
particular places or districts serve to remind us that these books 
contain information which cannot be obtained from any other source, 
and consequently the local collection is their true destination.. Direc
tories also, or local annuals may not be passed over, for these may be 
of service in a variety of ways, and often as throwing important sidelights 
upon current events. Local newspapers, generally speaking, are excellent 
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and adequate repositories, and where a representative selection is kept 
an important field for research is available for the operation for the 
future historian. It is always advisable to file, and ultimately bind, 
local newspapers. Of course where they are numerous, a selection 
may be obligatory, but completeness should be obtained wherever 
possible. It might be well to systematically collect all press cuttings 
bearing upon the district as such kept in large guard books, and 
adequately indexed, such a collection will be found of great interest 
and value. In addition to these it is necessary, inter alia, that the 
local collection should embrace the filing of the Minutes of the Chief 
Local Authorities, and all Official Publications, whether of the Cor
poration or other bodies, should be preserved. Old Acts of Parliament, 
Reports of Parliamentary Inquiries, Town Improvement Acts, and 
similar documents are frequently in demand, and rarely to be found 
outside the confines of the Public Library. 

The collection of Pamphlets and Tracts is also necessary, as are 
also the Reprints of Papers which appear in the Transactions of any 
Learned Societies, when they become Local, treating such as separate 
publications. It is not necessary to outline a course of treatment for 
such material, excepting to say that as many of the publications are in 
pamphlet form, too small or involving too great a cost to bind 
separately, they should be, and as they are in most libraries, kept in 
boxes according to size and subject, until there are sufficient to form 
volumes. Each volume is to be marked with its "Dewey" or Subject 
Classification number and letter and arranged in each box in classifi
cation order. 

Besides containing Biographies of the more important Local 
Celebrities, a Local Collection should include, if it is to be at all 
representative, biographies of less-known persons—"Nobodies" as one 
authority has termed them—and as such are not touched by the 
Dictionary of National Biography and similar publications. A valuable 
adjunct will be found in the biographical and obituary notices which 
appear in the daily and weekly papers, as in many cases these are the 
only accounts which are available to the historian, the student or the 
journalist. It is to be regretted that the local newspapers do not see 
their way to index the strictly local portion of the contents after the 
manner of the Times Index, as such would be simply invaluable. I 
throw out the suggestion that the librarian might consider this as being 
a portion of his work of forming a Local Collection. Collections of 
Play Bills, giving the history of the local Stage, are also of importance, 
while Bills or Catalogues of Sales, whether Estate, Books, or Pictures, 
may sometimes prove of practical value, and the space they occupy is 
of little consequence. No Local Collection would be complete, or 
rather representative—for there is no such thing as finality in matters 
"Librariana"—without perfect sets of Reports and Statements issued 
by Local Educational, Philanthropic, Political, and other societies, 
and particular attention might be given to these. Elections call into 
existence much valuable material for history, and it is a remarkable 
fact that almost immediately the elections are over the literature 
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associated with them disappears and it is difficult to recover. Always 
secure these as published, for they are: 

"Like the snowfall in the river, 
A moment white then [gone] for ever." 

The localized portion of Magazines issued by many Churches and 
other places of worship contain all essential details of local Church 
work, and should be filed and preserved. 

The value of Bibliographies in aiding the selection of books for 
any section of literature cannot be overstated. Perhaps in no section 
is the value and assistance so pronounced as in the selection of 
literature for Local Collection. Not a few librarians bear personal 
testimony to this fact. To cite one—Mr, W. H. K. Wright, of 
Plymouth—whose Local Collection has a fame beyond the borders of 
Devonshire, acknowledges his indebtedness to works like "Bibliotheca 
Devoniensis," compiled by Dawson in 1888, a catalogue of books 
relating to the county of Devon. If nothing else it serves to show the 
absolute necessity of select bibliographies of local literature. Would it 
not be well to encourage the compilation of bibliographies in our 
respective districts? The contents of the Public Local Collection will 
often form a valuable nucleus for preparing a bibliography. 

Remembering the maxim of the British Museum, "accepting every
thing, disdaining nothing," donations of local literature, even of the 
most trivial nature, should be invited. All information concerning the 
formation of a local collection (by anyone) should be ascertained and 
filed for reference, and their owners discreetly and tactfully approached 
with a view to their acquired, if not at once, at least ultimately, for the 
Public Library. Not that the collection should be given as a dona
tion—though that is desirable—but at any rate that the local authority 
should be given the option of securing it at a fair price. 

As the literature of current affairs is more or less plentiful every
where it should be secured while easy of acquisition. Much valuable 
assistance can be obtained by requesting local booksellers—and 
indeed booksellers in general—to report anything they may acquire 
having local interest. Indeed it might be advisable to insert a small 
advertisement in Booksellers' Catalogues for this matter. The "Local 
Interest" would, of course, have to be defined for them. 

Librarians might advantageously induce committees to apportion 
a small sum from the income produced from the library rate for the 
exclusive purchase of these local items, and to give the chief librarian 
a fairly free hand. Library authorities should keep before them the 
names of everybody in the district in which the library is situated who 
he may have reason to believe takes an interest in local lore. Public 
officials and well-known book-collectors should not be overlooked. 
The secretaries of all publishing associations and institutions should be 
written to, asking them to contribute all their publications regularly. 
These are only a few of the directions in which much might be done 
to consolidate local collections. 

The question of the custody of local records—parish registers, and 
the like—around which there has centred a deal of discussion of late 



74 T H E LIBRARY WORLD. 

may be passed over by simply referring to the Library Association Record 
for 1900, where will be found much interesting and valuable information 
on the subject, but I shall claim that the Public Library is the most 
accessible place. 

If a library is of any real value it is worthy of a catalogue, be it 
classified or dictionary in style; printed, card or sheaf in form. It 
will be patent to all that the best way of making the existence of such 
special libraries known is by having them duly and specifically 
catalogued, and their noteworthy peculiarities and eccentricities set 
forth in detail. 

"Absento auxilio perquirimus undique frustra, 
Sed nobis ingens indicis auxilium est." 

As to the "best" form adapted to Local Collections I do not 
propose to venture an opinion. Each style has certain merits; and 
the question to a large extent is governed by circumstances—financial 
and other. The catalogue of the Local Collection should certainly, 
within limits, follow the lines of the general catalogue of the library, 
but one has to bear in mind that the catalogue of the Local Collection 
must be framed to answer in addition to the questions: "What does 
the library contain by a (local) author; and on a given (local) subject; 
"What does the Local Collection contain of books printed in the locality?" 
Indeed even books bound in the locality, in the case of well-known 
binders as Roger Payne and others, may be included. Let it be 
remembered that a local author does not necessarily always choose for 
his subject a local topic or theme; nor does he necessarily have the 
book printed or published locally. On the other hand, a book written 
on a purely local subject or topic is not necessarily from the hand of a 
local author, nor again, printed in the locality. While further, a book 
printed locally does not necessarily have a local author; nor has it been 
written on a subject of local importance and interest. Hence it would 
seem that to effectually answer the questions suggesting themselves we 
should have three distinct catalogues—units of a complete whole. 

1. A catalogue of all works written, edited, or translated by 
local authors; and anonymous local literature. 

2. A catalogue of all works contained in the collection 
arranged under subject—i.e. a subject catalogue. 

3. A catalogue of bibliography of all books printed in the 
district, arranged of course chronologically. 

It is scarcely necessary to remark that in addition to the usual 
form of entry, the place, date, and names of printers and publishers, 
should be given in every case where locally printed. I do not contem
plate entering into the controversial question of local authorship. The 
subject has alreadp been ably handled by Mr. R. T. Richardson in the 
Library Association Record for 1905, and others. Mention need only 
be made that the question as to the extent and qualification for local 
authorship depends very materially upon the view taken by the local 
authority—the librarian. The extent and scope of the collection is 
similarly governed. For example, in the Newcastle libraries the 
collection is limited to the counties of Northumberland and Durham, 
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while in York it is confined to the county. Many may consider these 
fields too wide to cover by the respective libraries. Where local 
authors have attained a degree of universal fame and are perhaps 
better known beyond, rather than within the local precincts—it is 
unwise to relegate the entry to the local catalogue only. Obviously 
the difficulty can easily be cleared by duplicate entry—even then it is 
unnecessary where the library has a duplicate copy of the work—that 
is by repeating the entry appearing in the "Local" in the "General" 
catalogue. Some little distinction of course will be necessary to 
facilitate the finding of the book. The initial letter of the name of the 
locality in which the library is situated might advantageously be used. 
In York, for instance, the entry in the general catalogue would be, and 
is, preceded by the letter "Y," in addition to the classification number 
which denotes that the book is arranged or classified among the local 
books, distinct from the general literature. The duplicate entry like 
everything else can be easily overdone. One should make certain that 
the books absolutely merit an additional entry beforehand. Two place 
slips should be made under the place of the imprint, and these should 
also contain the names of the printers and publishers. In the New
castle collection the name of the place would be immediately followed 
by (N.) or (D.)—i.e. Northumberland and Durham. The slips when 
all written out would be sorted: 

1. Under the letter N. or D. with the places in alphabetical 
order. 

2. Under each place in chronological order. 
3. Under the printer or publisher arranged alphabetically. 

This done we have: 
1. An alphabetical list of the presses in each county. 
2. A chronological list of books printed in each place. 
3. An index of printers to places. 

Manifestly the taste recently displayed for annotating library cata
logue entries would find much enjoyment in the scope afforded in 
cataloguing local literature. The catalogue of the Local Collection is 
the catalogue—far excellence—for practising fulness of detail and 
annotation. Personally I would cordially welcome the proposal of 
Mr. John Minto, M.A., made before the Library Association in 1900: 
"That a committee of the Association should be appointed to draw up 
a code of rules for the cataloguing for Local Collections so as to secure 
uniformity of treatment." 

The classification of Local Collections—i.e. the arrangement of 
the entries in the catalogue—should be identical with that of the 
general catalogue in use in the library, but more informative. The 
adoption of two distinct systems only embarrasses the reader, and 
detracts from the utility and efficiency of the library as a whole. " In 
uniformity," says Burke, "there is not only efficiency but economy," 
and nowhere do we find a more striking example of this than in a 
library where the Local Collection—both as regards arrangement of 
books and the classification—are identical with those of the general 
library. Where a systematic classification is in force the books are 
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necessarily arranged on the shelves in classified order—i.e. according to 
topic. Hence, books on related topics are brought into proximity, and 
more or less made operative. It will be granted that, to quote Mr. S. 
Jast, "by reason of their classification they (the books) possess a 
certain definite value which they lose in part, if not in entirety, as 
isolated units." Again it is equally advantageous to the library 
assistants if one system prevails throughout the library. Facility in 
finding any particular class of books or individual books is the secret 
of all success of systematic classification and arrangement! 

Next to the necessity of a good catalogue, and a systematic shelf 
arrangement of books, is the desirability of the librarian having 
some special knowledge of the work under his charge, which has 
been to a great extent collected and arranged by him. The 
librarian should endeavour to identify himself deeply with his work, so 
as to become in the course of time an authority upon matters relating 
to his locality; and especially if he can attract all those interested in 
his "Local Collection" to frequent and informal conferences on the 
subject, he will gradually acquire that knowledge which, like Sam 
Weller's, "is both extensive and peculiar"—a phrase which well 
crystallises the extent, scope and characteristics of a Local Collection. 

Having gathered the collection together and systematically arranged, 
classified and catalogued its contents, it now only remains to render the 
collection of service to the community. To this end, every facility 
should be granted to those desirous of consulting its contents. Un
restricted access, wherever practicable, to the shelves should be given; 
bibliographical exhibitions held from time to time, and all unnecessary 
restrictions, which at any time only embarrass the diffident reader, should 
be abolished, as it is only by such means that a library will best con
tribute to the educational development of the district in which it is 
situated. 

The following bibliography does not claim to be exhaustive or even 
representative. The limited number of volumes accessible in preparing 
this note prevents it from being so. 

Axon. Public Records and Public Libraries. L.A.R. Vol. 2, p. 142. 
Ballinger. Photographic Survey of Counties. L. Vol. 3, p. 436. 
Brown. Manual of Library Economy, 1907. P. 153. 
Doubleday. Local Records and Public Libraries. L.A.R. Vol. 2, p. 131. 
Duckworth. Local and County Photographic surveys. L.A.R. Vol. 7, p. 19. 
Gould. Local Records. L.W. Vol. 2, pp. 231-257; 313. 
Jones. Concerted Action as to Local Topographical Collections, their 

arrangement, cataloguing, etc. L.A.R. 1900. Pp. 200-8. 
—— —— Discussion thereon. Ibid, pp. 26-9. 
Richardson. Classification and Arrangement of Local Collections. L.A.R. 

1905. 
Shepherd. Topographical Prints in Public Libraries. L. Vol. 8, p. 69. 
Wright. Special Collections of Local Books in Provincial Libraries. 

Transactions and Proceedings of the L.A.U.K. 1878, Pp, 44-50. 
Discussion thereon. Ibid, pp. 126-8. 

Wright. Librarians and Local Bibliography. Transactions of the L.A.U.K. 
1881-2. JAMES ROSS, York. 

10, Information Boards for Public Libraries. 
Advertising is the prime factor of modern commercial life, and 
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judicious advertising is undoubtedly conducive to good results. The 
Public Library is a dual organisation: it is primarily a literary and 
scientific institution, but in administration it should be considered as 
a business, and if we intend it to yield its greatest good we must adopt 
business methods. One way of assisting in making the library and its 
activities better known consists in the more general use of Information 
Boards. Their purpose is to set forth the chief characteristics and 
departments of the library. 

Certainly Public Libraries are described in many ways, but none 
of them thoroughly reach the uninitiated classes. Let us imagine a 
typical new-comer to the library, and the reason for the information 
boards will be easily apparent. He views the exterior of the building, 
reads the superscription, and enters. In the entrance hall he is 
confronted with a sombrely printed table of Rules and Regulations 
which he considers he should read, but human nature being so weak, 
and the wording so tedious, he fails. Passing into the reading room 
he is silenced with "Conversation Not Permitted" etc. In the reading 
room he wanders, expecting to find something to his liking, and perhaps 
he does, but often doesn't. He leaves later an older but little wiser 
man, so far as his knowledge of the library is concerned. 

To remedy this weakness in administration, information boards 
should be provided. They should occupy, without usurping, the place 
of the Rules and Regulations, or might, with advantage, be placed out
side the building, where even passers-by might read and profit by them. 

Only necessary information should be given, and it should be 
stated simply and concisely. As the greater includes the lesser the 
following draft is given for a large library with branches. If there are 
no branches that portion can be easily deleted. 

BOROUGH OF A.B.C PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
CENTRAL LIBRARY. 

The CENTRAL LIBRARY comprises a Reference Department, Lending 
Department, General Reading Room, Juvenile Room and Lecture Hall. 

The REFERENCE DEPARTMENT contains about 10,000 volumes, of which 
1,000 volumes of " q u i c k " Reference works, such as Encyclopædias, Diction
aries, Gazetteers, etc., are placed on open shelves, and may be consulted without 
formality or restriction. A special collection of local literature (books, prints, 
maps, plans, etc.) is preserved. Open daily, from 9 a.m. till 10 p.m. 

The LENDING DEPARTMENT contains over 30,000 volumes, including a 
selection of musical pieces, etc., and is open daily from 10.30 a.m. till 8.30 p.m. 

The GENERAL READING ROOM contains fifty daily and weekly newspapers, 
and about 150 representative periodicals. A complete list of those taken will be 
found at the entrance of the General Reading Room. Open daily from 9 
till 10 p.m. 

The JUVENILE DEPARTMENT is intended for children under 14 years of age, 
and contains a carefully selected stock of books and periodicals suitable for the 
young. It is open daily from 5 till 9 p.m. (on Saturdays, 13 noon till 9 p.m. 

A series of LECTURES is organised each winter (October to March, inclusive). 
A list of these will be found on the Notice Board in Vestibule, and syllabuses 
may be had on application. 

BRANCH LIBRARIES. 
The Branch Libraries are situated in the NORTHERN DISTRICT, at 46, Queen 

Street; in the SOUTHERN DISTRICT, at 64, King Street; in the EASTERN DISTRICT, 
at 123, Marlborough Road; in the WESTERN DISTRICT, at 3, Nelson Street. 
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Each Branch is equipped with a LENDING DEPARTMENT (open 10.30 a.m. till 
8.30 p.m.) and contains over 6,000 volumes; a GENERAL READING ROOM (open 
9 a.m. till 10 p.m.) in which a collection of twenty-five selected newspapers and 
about forty periodicals is provided, and, on open shelves, a collection of 400 
useful works of reference; and a JUVENILE DEPARTMENT for boys and girls (open 
5 till 9 p.m. Saturdays 12 noon till 9 p.m.). 

The stock of all the libraries has been carefully selected to suit the 
requirements of each district, special attention being given to trade and industry. 

MEMS. FOR VISITORS AND BORROWERS. 
The STAFF is always prepared to assist visitors (especially those new to the 

library) and borrowers, and they are requested to make all their wants known, 
and such will have the careful consideration of the librarian. Suggestions also 
will be welcomed. 

All PERSONS RESIDENT or EMPLOYED in the locality are entitled to borrow 
books from the Lending Department. Full particulars and forms may be had 
on application. 

A BORROWER'S TICKET enables a reader to borrow books from any Branch, 
or from the Central Library, but only from one at a time. If a borrower at a 
branch wishes a book which is at the Central Library, or vice versa, brought to 
him, such may be procured within one day, if the book is not in use at the time 
of request. 

These information boards are provided in some libraries, but 
seldom with so much detail relating to the different departments. A 
good method of displaying them is to provide a plain oak panel of 
suitable size, neatly framed with a darker oak moulding, and on this 
panel set out the information in neat black roman type. Gilt lettering 
is inadvisable on account of its illegibility in certain lights, but if used 
at all it should be placed on a dark mahogany, teak, or ebony ground. 
The headings should be boldly picked out in large capitals, and 
hours may be indicated in italics. Of course the wording given above 
can be easily cut down to a much shorter form, without impairing the 
efficiency of the information board, or deleting anything vital. It is 
simply a matter of arrangement. The "Union" notice board above 
suggested can also be used only at the central library, the branches 
having only a board with the necessary local information. 

The public at present do not make the use of the libraries they 
might, for two reasons: apathy and indifference on the one hand and 
ignorance on the other. If this is be to rectified the advances must come 
from within. Such information boards as above suggested would 
assist to some extent. They would stimulate interest in the library, 
show enough of the working of the library to excite curiosity and satisfy 
ordinary needs, and would, no doubt, promote a larger and more 
appreciative use of the library. 

In addition to this, departmental boards might be of much 
service, and others (differently worded, of course) might be placed in 
Art Galleries, Museums, Technical Colleges, Schools of Art, Schools of 
Music, Public Parks and Squares, and such like, with good results. 

JOHN BARR, Glasgow. 

11. L a d i e s ' R o o m s . Why is it that a ladies' room is so 
seldom to be found in a municipal library, and why, when the rara 
avis is visible, is it so little used by the ladies? It is argued by many 
librarians that ladies do not care for places set apart for their exclusive 
use, but prefer the society of men, and as they exercise a certain 



T H E LIBRARY W O R L D . 79 

amount of influence for quietness and respect in an ordinary newsroom, 
there is excellent reason for the non-existence of rooms for their sole 
benefit. But ladies do not neglect the room set aside for them simply 
because they prefer to be where the gentlemen are; it is from rather a 
different motive. The general newsroom is far more adequately 
equipped with current literature than the ordinary ladies' room, and for 
a woman who enters a library for the purpose of reading this is 
the main thing; but if a properly equipped ladies' room were to be 
established on an equal footing with the general newsroom, I do not 
think there would be found any reason to complain of the lack of 
attendance. That ladies' rooms are an absolute necessity for Public 
Libraries cannot be claimed in view of the number of places which 
manage without them, and the fact that women can enter any room in 
a Public Library and know that they will be treated with respect by 
the men readers. On this point it is worth while to note the fact 
that the influence of a woman attendant in the general newsroom is 
often found to reduce to a minimum any disturbance, and it is rare that 
she has to speak twice to any of the visitors, and disrespect, even in 
the worst of neighbourhoods, is almost an unknown quantity. This by 
the way. 

It is desirable to set aside a room where women of all classes can 
have access to magazines and papers which are of particular or peculiar 
interest to them, and where they can peruse literature to better fit them 
to take their place in the business of the world. The majority of the 
periodicals in the news and magazine rooms are understood and 
appreciated by women, and therefore, seeing that they can profit by 
the use of these productions, why not allow them to be enjoyed under 
the most comfortable and attractive conditions? In the branch 
libraries of Glasgow separate rooms are provided for both girls and 
women, but the printed rules of the libraries give little indication of 
the distinction between these two classes, beyond the age limit of 
fourteen, which appears to be the upward limit for the juvenile 
departments. 

It is a common sight to see men reading ladies' papers in a general 
newsroom, the ladies often being kept waiting for some little time as 
they do not care to ask the attendant to get them, and to ask the 
readers would possibly be out of the question for many reasons. This 
is one of the reasons why literature for women should be placed where 
it can be easily obtained if desired. 

Again, the majority of women who borrow from the Public 
Libraries are workers, too poor to belong to any club where modern 
literature in the shape of magazines and newspapers can be provided, 
and to such women, and also to those who, through nervousness or a 
certain amount of fastidiousness, decline to enter the ordinary news
rooms, a special reading room would be a boon and a blessing. 

The various religious institutions do not supply this need, possibly 
through lack of funds as well as desire, and when we have children's 
reading rooms with special rooms or tables for girls, I do not see why, 
when the girls Attain the age of sixteen or thereabouts all interest in 
their intellectual welfare should cease. Surely it is the age when 
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a little intellectual help and encouragement is of the greatest necessity. 
The London County Council is recognising this, and so ought the 
municipal libraries, if they are to take any important part in the edu
cation of the feminine population of the nation, and especially in the 
higher education of women. 

There should be a fair supply of periodicals, and the following 
would form a good nucleus:— 

Art Worker's Quarterly, Black and White, Cassell's Magazine, 
Chambers's Journal, Country Life, Daily Mail, Daily News, 
Daily Telegraph, Fortnightly Review, Girl's Own Paper, Girl's 
Realm, Illustrated London News, Lady, Lady's Pictorial, 
Literary World, Monde Moderne, Monthly Review, Needle, 
Pitman's Phonetic Journal, Punch, Queen, Rapid Review, 
Review of Reviews, Saturday Review, Schoolmistress, T.P.'s 
Weekly, Tribune, Truth, Uber Land und Meer, Woman at Home, 
Womanhood, Young Woman, Weldon's Journal of Costumes. 

The newspapers would differ, of course, according to the town or 
district to be supplied. 

An ideal room would be about thirty feet by forty, with as many 
chairs and tables as it could with convenience hold. By the tables I 
do not mean the ordinary long table usually to be seen in municipal 
libraries, but small oblong ones about four feet by two. The chairs 
would be of two varieties, the ordinary small armchair style comfortable 
for reading, and a higher sort more convenient when writing. The 
newspapers would be best in a newspaper rack, from which they could 
be taken and read sitting down. This is infinitely better than having 
to stand up to read them, and much to be preferred, especially if the 
reader has had a hard day's work. For the magazines a large table 
should be provided, with a woman assistant in charge, who could hand 
them out when required, and see that the ten minutes' rule is observed. 

Have the room as comfortable and attractive as possible, bearing 
in mind that it is for those who have a keen and appreciative eye for 
neatness and attractiveness. 

A nice coloured linoleum would be best for the floor, green for 
preference, and on the walls a few nice prints to relieve the bareness. 
There need be no luxury or display, but just the ordinary needs 
of women readers supplied, and supplied properly. 

At some of the tables writing should be allowed and ink provided, 
but the other materials would be best provided by the writers; paper 
provided by the library would probably entail extravagance. 

Having, therefore, set out the room, and adequately equipped it, 
make it well known. Let the women's clubs, church societies, all the 
educational agencies and associations know of it; advertise it in the 
local papers; and last, but one of the most important items, place in 
charge a well-informed and courteous woman assistant. This being 
done, I venture to predict that such a room would do some of the best 
work in the library, particularly among young girls who do not care to 
attend the London County Council evening classes in the winter, and 
cannot in the summer, and whose only other alternative is, probably, 
an aimless wandering about the streets. MIZPAH GILBERT, Fulham. 


